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You are invited to the Victorian
Women’s Trust’s first of
three thought-provoking

feminist forums entitled
‘Dangerous & Persuasive
Women: Celebrating a Centenary
of Women’ s Suffrage in V ictoria’.

The first forum is set for 6 March
2008, and will be the Victorian
Women’s Trust’s International
Women’s Day event.

The event will focus on ‘Re-
Discovering Women’s Political
History’, with guest speakers
including leading historians Patricia
Grimshaw, literary historian Dr
Jennifer Strauss and VWT Director
Professor Marilyn Lake.

The forum will provide a historical
overview of women’s activism and
the suffrage movement; exploring

Happy 2008!

Centenary of Suffrage
in Victoria Event

Forum Title:

Venue:

Date:

Dangerous &
Persuasive Women:
Celebrating a
Centenary of Women’s
Suffrage in Victoria

BMW Edge, Federation
Square, Melbourne

6 March 2008
7pm for 7:30pm start

‘Project Title adapted from J. Bomford publication, That Dangerous & Persuasive Woman:

Vida Goldstein, Melbourne University Press 1994’

why it took so long to achieve
suffrage and why women’s
political history has slipped from
public memory.  It will also include
a focus on the work of Dame Mary
Gilmore.

Ensure you don’t miss out on this
special event!

WHERE: BMW Edge,
Federation Square, Melbourne

WHEN: 06/03/08, 7pm for 7:30pm
start

COST: FREE!

But book now - Reserve your seat
by emailing women@vwt.org.au or
by phoning (03) 9642 0422.

Forums will be recorded &
available for download via VWT
website.
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The Victorian Women’s Trust is proud  to
announce a national partnership with the Body
Shop Australia. During early 2008 all Body Shop

stores across Australia wide will be distributing copies
of Our Water Mark free to all customers. The 1500
home based Body Shop consultants in rural and
remote areas of Australia will also be supplied with
copies for their customers.

This will mark the first
national distribution
opportunity of Our Water
Mark: Australians making a
Difference in Water
Reform, published by the

Victorian Women’s Trust in July 2007. Since that time,
more than 20,000 copies have been distributed, the
majority throughout Victoria.

It is a timely opportunity for a national distribution of
Our Water Mark. As Australians battle with flood
effects in some areas, prolonged dry conditions in
many parts of the nation and four states recording the
hottest year on record in 2007, many people continue
to seek information and answers to the predicaments
our water realities present. The Women’s Trust
continues to receive feedback as to the unique and
extreme usefulness of this publication.

The Adidem Group which operates
the Body Shop has been a partner
with the Watermark Australia Project
for more than four years. The Body
Shop has a long history of
addressing environmental and
social justice issues, including a
major campaign on violence against
women. Their regular social and

environmental performance reporting process has
been adopted by numerous other corporate
organizations.

Copies of Our Water Mark are still available free of
charge from the office of the Victorian Women’s
Trust, (Level 1, 388 Bourke Street, Melbourne) all
Victorian libraries and a number of other outlets
throughout Victoria.

For more information contact Liz McAloon on (03)
9642 0422 or by emailing
enquiries@watermarkaustralia.org.au

Our Water Mark
Goes National!

As part of the Victorian Women’s
Trust’s Annual Grants Program, in
2007 the VWT funded Castlemaine Art

Gallery And Historical Museum to run an
exhibition celebrating the ‘First Australian
Exhibition of Women’s Work 1907’. Trust
Member Pat Milthorpe from Chewton visited
the exhibition and has written this follow-up
report – thank you Pat!

Congratulations to the Victorian Women’s
Trust for its role in sponsoring this exciting
exhibition at the Castlemaine Art Gallery and
Historical Museum from October 21 to
December 9, 2007. The exhibition was
outstanding as it brought together a
remarkable number of works that were
shown in 1907, including art in all media,
craft works and applied arts in both
professional and amateur categories. There
was also a very touching collection of
souvenirs of the 1907 Exhibition: the
Programme for the Opening Ceremony,
entries for the Poster Competition, and
medals and prize certificates among other
personal items.

The catalogue for the centenary exhibition is
a treasure in its own right. Called “Portrait of
an Exhibition”, it was compiled by the curator
of the Centenary Celebration, Kirsten McKay,
the curator of the Castlemaine Art Gallery.
The major section contains 73 photographs
of items on display. Before I went to this
exhibition, I had only a scant knowledge of
the 1907 event, being familiar only with
reproductions of the original poster. This
book fills in the gaps with meticulous
research and fascinating detail. Did you
know that a second exhibition for 1957 was
abandoned? The reason seems to be that
Robert “Menzies was unsuccessful in
procuring a ‘Royal lady’ to open it.”

One thousand numbered copies of this
splendid catalogue were printed. For anyone
wanting a real insight into the original
Exhibition of Women’s Work and the
celebration of its centenary, some 400
copies of the catalogue are still available at a

Centenary Celebration of the
First Australian Exhibition of
Women’ s Work 1907

by Trust member Pat Milthorpe

continue on page 3 …
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We wanted to alert members to our Issues
and Policy Spotlight page on the VWT
website (see link above – or go to

www.vwt.org.au and follow links on the left hand side of
the home page).

The ‘Issues and Policy Spotlight’ page is regularly
updated to highlight articles and policy issues we think
may be of interest to our supporters and website
readers.

For example, one recent addition includes a link to a
New York Times article by Gloria Steinem, on
Democratic candidates Hillary Clinton and Barrack
Obama. In this thought provoking piece, in comparing
the treatment of both a female and a black nominee as
presidential candidates, Steinem writes:

“What worries me is that he [Obama] is seen as
unifying by his race while she [Clinton] is seen as
divisive by her sex.  What worries me is that she is
accused of “playing the gender card” when citing the
old boys’ club, while he is seen as unifying by citing
civil rights confrontations. What worries me is that
male Iowa voters were seen as gender-free when
supporting their own, while female voters were seen
as biased if they did and disloyal if they didn’t.”

Steinem queries, “so why is the sex barrier not taken
as seriously as the racial one?”

“The reasons are as pervasive as the air we breathe:
because sexism is still confused with nature as
racism once was; because anything that affects
males is seen as more serious than anything that
affects “only” the female half of the human race;
because children are still raised mostly by women (to
put it mildly) so men especially tend to feel they are
regressing to childhood when dealing with a powerful
woman; because racism stereotyped black men as
more “masculine” for so long that some white men
find their presence to be masculinity-affirming (as long
as there aren’t too many of them); and because there
is still no “right” way to be a woman in public power
without being considered a you-know-what.”

We encourage members to read the full New York
Times article via our link, http://www.vwt.org.au/
sidemenu/issues-n-policy.php  and to bookmark this
page to check for regular updates.

Web Focus - Issues And
Policy Spotlight
http://www.vwt.org.au/sidemenu/issues-n-policy.php

It is with great sadness that we
acknowledge the passing of philanthropist
and community worker Sandra Bardas, who has

supported the Victorian Women’s Trust since it’s
inception in 1985.

We pay tribute to Sandra’s particular dedication to
indigenous issues and the arts.

She was instrumental in establishing Worowa
College, the state’s only independent indigenous
school, of which Women’s Trust Director Leanne
Miller has been chair of, for the past several years.

Her dedication to indigenous issues and
community work was recognised in 2004 when
she was awarded an Order of Australia.

In a recent obituary in the Age newspaper, Robyn
Bardas wrote, “Her mission in life was to make the
world a better place – to be generous, to share, to
help those in need, to be true to herself and to add
her distinctive colour to the world” (The Age,
January 22, 2008, p.14).

Indeed, Sandra Bardas made the world a brighter
place. She will be sorely missed. Our thoughts are
with her partner David, and her family and friends.

cost of $20 from the Castlemaine Art Gallery
and Historical Museum, 14 Lyttleton Street,
Castlemaine. It is only one and a half hours
from Melbourne by car or train and the gallery
itself is one of the best regional galleries in
Victoria. Well worth a visit to pick up your copy
in person.

To complement this centenary exhibition, the
Anglican Parish of Castlemaine presented
“Other Women’s Work”, readings of Australian
women’s writing and poetry. The readings were
deliciously framed by excerpts from Ada
Cambridge and the Great Exhibition of 1888.
Poets represented included Lesbia Harford,
Mary Gilmore, Louisa Lawson, Helen Power,
Judith Wright, Gwen Harwood, Margaret Scott
and Dorothy Hewitt. For me personally, it was a
very moving tribute to women’s achievements
to read aloud three poems by Lesbia Harford in
the context of this memorable Centenary
Celebration.

Vale Sandra Bardas OAM
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IN THE NEWS...

Canvassing the Emotions is an innovative
exhibition of artworks by women who have
experienced mental ill health or trauma and
coincides with the celebration of 100 years of
women’s suffrage in Victoria in 2008. The
exhibition opens on the 11 February 2008
leading up to International Women’s Day in
March 2008. The works in the exhibition are
drawn from the Cunningham Dax Collection.

From the 1950’s to now, the exhibition explores
the intersection of women, creativity and
mental health within cultural, socio-economic

and political contexts. It illuminates the
complexities of being a woman experiencing
mental ill health and producing art in Australian
society.

For more information contact Sally Northfield
Guest curator

Tel: 61 3 9342 2394
Fax: 61 3 9381 2008
Email: info@daxcollection.org.au
Website: www .daxcollection.org.au

Canvassing The Emotions—
Women, Creativity And Mental
Health In Context

11 -  29 February 2008

Queen Victorian Women’s
Centre, 210 Lonsdale Street,
Melbourne

Monday - Friday,
9am - 5pm

Free

Dates:

Venue:

Open:

Entry:

Title Full name

Address

Postcode

Tel BH AH

email

Payment details  Cheque

 Visa  Bcard  Mcard

Card no    

Cardholder Exp Date   /  

Signature Date
NL0108

Trust Women to make a difference

I wish to support the Trust’s work for women & community

My Gift         $25          $50     $100     $          (my choice)

Membership - Join or RenewTotal  $

      $25 conc.    $50 full
      10% discount on three-year membership
       $1500 life membership

I am interested in:

 bequesting to the Trust

 becoming a Trust volunteer

Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible

Victorian Women’s Trust Limited   A.B.N. 20 006 403 256
1st Floor, 388 Bourke Street Melbourne VIC 3000

tel  9642 0422 fax  9642 0016 email women@vwt.org.au  website www.vwt.org.au


