
Dear Friends of the Trust, 
 
 
 

Victorian Women’s Trust E-Bulletin November 15, 200 7: 
 
 
 

 BOOK LAUNCH – COLD TEA FOR BRANDY, BY JOAN COXSEDGE  
 

 FREE PUBLIC LECTURE ON WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE  
 

 WHITE RIBBON DAY EVENT DETAILS 
 

 WOMEN CAMPAIGN ON IRAQ – GETUP PETITION TO SIGN 
 

 ERNIE AWARDS – JOE HOCKEY NOT AMUSED, NOT A ‘PIG’ 
 
 
Just alerting you to an upcoming book launch, a free public lecture on 
women’s suffrage, White Ribbon Day event details, plus a petition two women 
are encouraging other Australians to sign as we near the end of the federal 
election campaign. To end, we’ve included federal Workplace Relations 
Minister Joe Hockey’s swipe at the sisterhood, in response to his inclusion in 
the annual Ernie Awards.  
 
 

 BOOK LAUNCH – COLD TEA FOR BRANDY, BY JOAN COXSEDGE  
 
A tale of Protest, Painting and Politics - book launch with Rod Quantock. 
 
WHERE:  Paddy’s Bar - Trades Hall (Corner Victoria and Russell Streets) 
WHEN:  Wednesday, 21 November, 2007, 6 for 7pm 
 
Actor, feminist, writer, artist and Parliamentarian, this book is not your 
average politician’s reflection on that part of her career, because Joan is not 
your average politician. As well as a 13-year stint in Victoria’s Upper House, 
Joan was a founding member of the Moratorium Movement, was in and out of 
gaol during the 1960’s and 1970’s opposing conscription and our involvement 
in the Vietnam War, and was one of the Fairlea Five women sent to prison in 
1971. In 1973, she launched the Committee for the Abolition of Political 
Police, which brought her in direct confrontation with ASIO.  
 
Published by Vulcan Press, Melbourne 2007.  
 
 
 



 FREE PUBLIC LECTURE ON WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE  
 
Victorian Women’s Trust Director Professor Marilyn Lake will assist in 
launching the next year of celebration in the lead-up to the Centenary of 
Women’s Suffrage in Victoria.  
 
Held at the University of Melbourne, this free public lecture (over two days) 
will be opened on the 5th of December by the Minister for Women’s Affairs, the 
Hon. Maxine Morand, followed by Professor Lake’s keynote address entitled, 
‘The White Australia Policy Gone Mad’: Feminism’s Shifting Attitudes to 
Race’. The Hon. Judy Maddigan will speak on ‘The Parliamentary Debates on 
Women’s Suffrage in Victoria (1864-1908) later that evening.  
 
WHERE: 5th Floor Function Room, John Medley Building, and Theatre C, 

Old Arts Building, University of Melbourne 
WHEN:  5 and 6 December, 2007 
 
For more information write to Ass Prof Judith Smart, School of Historical 
Studies, jsmart@unimelb.edu.au 
 
Or visit the website: http://www.historical-studies.unimelb.edu.au/events/ 
 
 

 WHITE RIBBON DAY – INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMIN ATION 
OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN  

 
In the lead-up to White Ribbon Day (November 25), No To Violence will host a 
premiere event on the topic ‘Men Discuss Men Taking Responsibility for 
Violence Against Women’. 
 
This event will see White Ribbon Day Ambassadors and prominent men 
exploring how well men are taking responsibility for violence against women. 
 
Facilitator Kathy Bowlen, Presenter, ABC TV News, and Stateline Victoria. 
 
WHEN:  Tuesday 20 November 2007, Time 10am–12pm 
WHERE:  Venue Treetops at Melbourne Museum; disabled access and 

access by public transport. Open to the general public with a 
focus on men. 

 
Cost free — please RSVP.  
 
Contact tel. 9428 3536, wrd@ntv.net.au 
 
No To Violence has also prepared a ‘Calendar of Events’ outlining White 
Ribbon Day activities. For more information telephone or email No To 
Violence (details above).  
 
 



 

 WOMEN CAMPAIGN ON IRAQ – GETUP PETITION TO SIGN  
 
FROM: GetUp 
  

 

Dear friends,  
 
Yesterday (Monday 12 November), we saw the Prime Minister launch his 
campaign - and the most astonishing thing happened. As the leader of a 
nation at war, setting out his vision for the future, Mr Howard failed to even 
mention the war for which he is responsible - not a  single word.   
 
We are not experts . But we are two young Australian women who know 
something about the real cost of this war in Iraq. I, Louise (right), survived the 
2005 London bombings. I underwent six operations and spent three months in 
traction. And I, Sam (left), was married to Jacob McMillan - an American 
soldier, my 25 year old love, who was killed in action in Iraq last December.  
 
Please. Join over 40,000 of us calling for an end to the mess in Iraq by putting 
your name to the petition below:  
 
www.getup.org.au/campaign/OurOwnPlanForIraq   
 
We think anyone who wants to lead Australia must have a plan for peace. So 
today, we are publicly asking Mr Howard to meet with us before the election 
so we can directly present your petition and report his answer back to you.  
 
We don't know if he will agree to meet. We're just two people. But we do 
know that when thousands of Australians sign the pe tition, we all 
become part of something too big to ignore. So plea se sign below:   
 
www.getup.org.au/campaign/OurOwnPlanForIraq   
 
We know war can seem remote to many Australians, especially this war in 
Iraq, but it is very real to us. It has changed our lives - and the lives of 



hundreds of thousands of people around the world.  
 
This issue must not simply slip away because our po liticians would 
rather ignore it . We're coming to you because we know GetUp members feel 
the same way. You have been campaigning for over a year on the war - along 
with your petition, you raised over $80,000 to help put Louise's message to 
the Prime Minister on the airwaves.  
 
Can you help us in our final push to take our concerns directly to the top? 
Together, we can make sure that what happened to us  doesn't have to 
happen to any more Australians before we finally st art down the road 
towards peace.   
 
Please add your name today:  
 
www.getup.org.au/campaign/OurOwnPlanForIraq   
 
Thank you for standing up,  
 
--Louise Barry and Sam McMillan  
Tuesday, November 13th 2007  
 
PS - Whilst in Sydney recently to accept the Sydney Peace Prize, the former 
UN Weapons Inspector Hans Blix caught up with GetUp Executive Director, 
Brett Solomon. He had some really interesting things to say about how we got 
to where we are, and how to get from here to peace. You can read Hans' 
message to GetUp members on our blog here. 

GetUp is an independent, not-for-profit community campaigning group. We use new 
technology to empower Australians to have their say on important national issues. 
We receive no political party or government funding, and every campaign we run is 
entirely supported by voluntary donations. If you'd like to chip in to support GetUp's 
work, please click here. If you have trouble with any links in this email, please go 
directly to www.getup.org.au. To unsubscribe from GetUp, please click here.  

Authorised by Brett Solomon, Level 2, 294 Pitt St, Sydney NSW 2000  

 

 ERNIE AWARDS – JOE HOCKEY NOT AMUSED, NOT A ‘PIG’  
 

"This deceitful, left-wing, bloody feminist groups have completely taken it out 
of context and tried to make me out to be a misogynist pig, and I really hate 
that sort of thing,” said  Workplace Relations Minister Joe Hockey, on being 
nominated for an Ernie Award for sexist remarks.   
 
Hockey insists he was being self-deprecating, when he told the Sunrise 
program earlier this year inquiring about his partner’s pregnancy that "it's 
exhausting for me, her being pregnant. I don't know why, during the birth 
process, they only focus on the women." 
 



An upset Hockey claimed he was hard done by what he labelled ‘left-wing 
bloody feminist groups’, adamant that those on the Seven Network program 
“were all laughing, including Kevin Rudd, we were all laughing about it and I 
said, `oh yeah I don't know why, you know, it's going to be tormenting for me, 
torturous for me to be at the birth'.” 
 
Hmmm. Still, Hockey’s ‘jokes’ were not frowned upon as heavily as comments 
from his Coalition colleague Bill Heffernan, who took out the annual award for 
most sexist remark, and who definitely wasn’t joking when he described the 
Deputy Opposition leader Julia Gillard as ‘deliberately barren’.  
 
Heffernan won the annual ‘boo-off’ at NSW parliament earlier this week, which 
also highlighted comments from Sheikh Taj Aldin Alhilali (who described 
Australian women who don’t wear the hijab as ‘uncovered meat’), Newcastle 
Herald columnist Jeff Corbett and former Sydney Swan Warrick Capper. 
 
The event also launched a publication highlighting the worst offenders over 
the event’s fifteen year history, an "anthology of misogyny" or "portfolio of 
piggery" compiling ‘1000 worst things Australian men have said about 
women’.  
 
The Victorian Women’s Trust is endeavouring to get a copy as soon as 
possible … 

 
 
 

If you do not wish to receive further information regarding events, updates  
and other general information from the Victorian Women's Trust 

(VWT) please type "unsubscribe" in the subject section of a reply e-mail and your information  
will be removed from the VWT e-mail database.  Please see the homepage (left bottom) of our website 

www.vwt.org.au for our Privacy Policy. 


